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Raja Todar Mai was horrified* He regarded the treaty as a
sellout, an unwarranted surrender of the gain of a hard-won vic-
tory. He knew that Daud was a crafty pretender, and that he
would break his preferred allegiance at the first opportune mo-
ment. When his protestations, threats and entreaties met with no
acceptance, the hot-tempered warrior wrung his hands, stamped
the ground, refused all participation in the treaty and, incensed
with anger, returned to court.
Munim Khan paid little heed to the protest; he returned to Gaur*
with the peace treaty in his pocket. Daud's pledge to be loyal, ac-
cording to him, was rooted in sincerity, and he sent a long despatch
to Fatehpur explaining the reasons which led him to befriend the
Afghan rather than alienate them by killing Daud or making him
a prisoner. Akbar was unhappy; he would have liked the Khan-i-
Khanan to listen to the advice of Raja Todar Mai and not enter
'into an alliance with the rebeL The Emperor agreed with the Raja
that Daud's submission was only a subterfuge, a manoeuvre to
gain time and rally his forces for a counter-offensive at the first
opportune moment. He, however, did not reprimand his one-time
tutor. Munim's loyalty to the house of Timur was beyond doubt;
for nearly half a century he had served the dynasty with unswerv-
ing faithfulness. Both Babar and Humayun owed not a little to
the brave Turk for their successes. If he had erred on the side of
leniency in dealing with Daud Shah, it was no more than a mistake
of judgment. Akbar was prepared to condone his lapse and let
him tackle the Bengal affairs in the manner he considered best.
The Khan, however, did not live for long to see the result of his
miscalculation. A mysterious epidemic was raging in the eastern
provinces when Munim returned to Gaur. People were dying in
their hundreds every day, but the Khan ignored the requests of
his courtiers to move out of the capital. It was not long before he
was stricken by the disease; he died after a few days on 18
October 1575.
The passing away of Munim Khan was a signal for the Afghans
to raise their heads again. Unrest spread quickly, and the leader-
less imperial army was hard put to it to keep the insurgents in
*Munim Khan had changed the capital from Tanda to Gaur before
coming to Orissa to face Shah Baud's challenge.